WHAT HE IS LIKE HIMSELF

there was any doubt about it, after all was said
and done, " Which is right? " And as it was
answered, so was the thing done.

His ambition? Yes, he has that. Is it to
be President? He would like to sit in the
White House, elected by the people, for no
man I ever met has so real and deep a belief
in the ultimate righteousness of the people, in
their wish to do the thing that is right, if it can
be shown them. But it is not that. If I know
anything of the man, I know this: that he would
fight in the ranks to the end of life for the
things worth fighting for, rather than reach
out a hand to grasp the Presidency, if it were
to be had as the price of one of the principles
upon which his life has been shaped in the sight
of us all. He might, indeed, quarrel with the
party of a lifetime, for he would as little sur-
render his conscience to a multitude of men as
to one,1 and he has said that he does not num-
ber party loyalty with the Ten Commandments,
firmly as he holds to it to get things done.
Party allegiance is not a compelling force with
him; he is the compelling force. " I believe

1 Gov. Roosevelt's speech to the West Side Republican Club,
New York, March, 1899.